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 CC -2.          SHAKESPEAREAN DRAMA  

 

William Shakespeare (1564–1616) is often called the “Bard of Avon” and the 

greatest dramatist in the English language. His plays are not just stories — they are 

reflections of human life, full of emotions, conflicts, dreams, and struggles. 

 

When we say “Shakespearean Drama,” we mean the entire world of plays created 

by Shakespeare — a world where kings and clowns, lovers and villains, fools and 

philosophers — all live side by side, showing every face of human nature. 

             Why Shakespeare’s Dramas Are Special 

 

Before Shakespeare, English drama was mostly simple — moral stories or religious 

plays. But Shakespeare changed everything. 

He made drama a mirror of human life. His characters don’t speak like puppets; they 

feel, think, doubt, love, hate, and suffer — just like real people. 

 

He turned the stage into a place where the soul’s drama unfolds — where ambition 

destroys kings (Macbeth), jealousy poisons love (Othello), and pride breaks families 

(King Lear) 

        The Three Main Kinds of Shakespearean Drama 

 

1. Tragedies 

These are serious plays where the hero’s downfall comes from his own mistake or 

fate. 



They explore pain, moral conflict, and the meaning of life. 

Example: Hamlet asks, “To be or not to be?” — the most famous question about 

human existence. 

2. Comedies 

Full of laughter, love, confusion, and mistaken identity. 

They usually end in marriage or reunion, celebrating life’s joy. 

Example: Twelfth Night and As You Like It show how love and humor heal people. 

3. Histories 

These plays tell the story of real English kings, battles, and politics. 

 

But even here, Shakespeare looks at human emotions — ambition, loyalty, betrayal, 

and power. 

 

Example: Henry IV and Richard III. 

      Main Features of Shakespearean Drama 

 

Complex Characters: No one is completely good or bad — even villains like 

Macbeth have a human side. 

 

Poetic Language: Written mostly in blank verse (unrhymed iambic pentameter), his 

dialogues sound musical yet deep. 

 

Universal Themes: Love, ambition, revenge, power, fate — things that are still true 

for us today. 

 



Mixture of Emotions: Shakespeare could make people laugh and cry in the same 

play — life itself is a mix, and so are his dramas. 

 

Moral Insight: Every play teaches something — about pride, love, loyalty, or human 

weakness 

    Why Shakespeare Still Matters 

Even after 400 years, his plays are performed everywhere. Why? Because human 

nature hasn’t changed. 

People still love, betray, dream, and fall — just as they did in Shakespeare’s time. 

His words give meaning to emotions we all feel but cannot express. 

 

Shakespeare didn’t just write plays — he created worlds, and through his characters, 

he made us understand ourselves. 


